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Michael Ogilvie Named Public Art Director for San José
Former Las Vegas public art specialist joining Office of Cultural Affairs
SAN JOSE, Calif. – Michael Ogilvie has been appointed Public Art Director in the San José
Office of Cultural Affairs, starting January 17, 2017. He joins the City after six years
administering public art programs for the City of Las Vegas and Clark County, Nevada.
As Public Art Director, Ogilvie will lead San José’s extensive public art program, stewarding
more than 250 works of art and researching, planning and evaluating public art projects. He will
promote the Office of Cultural Affairs (OCA) mission of advancing the city’s cultural life in
alignment with the goals of Cultural Connection: San José’s Cultural Plan for 2011-2020 and
Public Art NEXT! Ogilvie will supervise Senior Arts Programs Coordinators and other staff, and
will serve as liaison to the Public Art Committee and as public art liaison to the Arts
Commission.
“We are thrilled to have Mike fill this important position in San José’s cultural life,” said Kerry
Adams Hapner, City of San José Director of Cultural Affairs. “Mike has spearheaded important
arts initiatives for the 14th largest county in the US, and in just the past two years he hired 85
artists, managed 16 large-scale public arts projects, oversaw arts programming at two major civic
festivals and doubled the size of the Clark County art collection. We can’t wait to see what he’ll
do here leading San Jose’s celebrated public art program. His interests in the intersection of art
and technology, and cultivating relationships with our local arts community are going to amplify
our success!”
Since 2012, Ogilvie has served as a member of the adjunct faculty of College of Southern
Nevada, CSN, as an instructor in traditional drawing techniques. From 2002 to 2007, he was on
the Adjunct Faculty at University of Nevada, Las Vegas, teaching art appreciation, drawing and
lithography. While at UNLV, he also received a graduate assistanceship and was awarded the
prestigious Joan Mitchell Foundation grant.
Ogilvie served from 2010-2011 as Arts/Industry Coordinator for the John Michael Kohler Arts
Center in Sheboygan, Wisconsin, and from 2006 to 2010 he was Cultural Leader II for the City
of Las Vegas.
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Ogilvie received his BA from the University of Nevada, Reno, and his MFA from UNLV.
His other experience includes serving as a commissioner on the City of Las Vegas Arts
Commission since 2015, and he may be the first City Hall employee to co-produce and market a
successful, sold-out graphic novel.
About San José Office of Economic Development
The San José Office of Economic Development is committed to a vital, competitive San José
economy that increases prosperity for people and companies. OED guides the city’s economic
strategy, provides assistance for business success, connect employers with trained workers, and
provides art and cultural resources to our community. For more information, go to
www.sjeconomy.com.
About City of San José
San José, Capital of Silicon Valley, is the largest city in Northern California and the 10th largest city
in the nation, with an ethnically diverse population of more than one million. San José was founded
in 1777, once served as the state capital of California, and encompasses 180 square miles. The City’s
website is www.sanjoseca.gov.
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